
We recommend you use discretion, common sense, and all safety precautions as 
you decide on games, ideas and activities. You must understand the possibility of 
unforeseen hazards and know the inherent possibility of risk. Ministry to Parents 
is not responsible or liable for damages, losses, diseases, or injuries incurred by 

people using THE BIG BOOK OF FAMILY MINISTRY GAMES as a resource.

4 FAMILY CHALLENGES
4 PARENT-PARTNER GAMES
4 FAMILY FACE-OFFS
4 BIG FAMILY GAMES
4 FAMILY SCAVENGER HUNTS



Family
Challenges
All Ages
Family Challenges are fun and 
simple games to do around the 
house. Relax, laugh, and be silly 
while you bond as a family.

Cereal Spelling Bee

Supplies
• 2-3 inexpensive boxes of “alphabet” cereal
• 1 big blanket
• 1 egg timer or cellphone with a timer

Gameplay
The game is fun and straightforward. Dump two to three boxes 
of alphabet cereal onto a blanket in the middle of the floor. Place 
all the cereal in one big mound. Set the timer for fifteen minutes. 

On “Go,” as a family, quickly spread out the cereal and spell as 
many words as possible before the timer ends. 

Suggestions
Use paper and pen to record the words, then use additional 
rounds to add new words that are not on the list. 

Play as teams or individuals.

Tortilla Game Night

Supplies
• 1 or 2 packages of burrito size soft tortillas

Gameplay
This activity is a Pictionary-style game where individuals create a 
person or object while other family members guess. 

Fold tortillas and bite off edges to create designs such as 
snowflakes or face masks. For younger children, use kid-friendly 
scissors to cut and design.

Suggestions
Origami Style. Have the whole family create simple, edible, 
folded origami creations.

Ask the family members to hold up the objects, face masks, and 
shapes for a memorable family moment. Print the picture for the 
kids to keep in their room. 



Family
Challenges
All Ages
Family Challenges are fun and 
simple games to do around the 
house. Relax, laugh, and be silly 
while you bond as a family.

Chop Sticks

Supplies
• 2 cans of chicken noodle soup
• Pair of chopsticks (One per player)
• Bowls (Two per player)

Gameplay
Give each family member a pair of chopsticks, a bowl of cold 
chicken noodle soup, and an empty bowl. On “Go,” everyone 
uses their chopsticks to lift the noodles out of the soup and place 
them in the empty bowl.

Suggestions
Add a time limit of thirty seconds. The one with the most noodles 
wins.

Pizza Pie Artist

Supplies
• Individual pizza crusts (One per player)
• Traditional and non-traditional toppings

Gameplay
Each family member designs a signature, edible, creative pizza to 
share at dinner. 

Give each person an individual pizza crust. Set an amount of time 
(10 minutes?) to tear, spread, pour, and sprinkle their way to a 
pizza masterpiece. Once they finish, bake the creations, hold a 
taste test, and ask everyone to vote on a family favorite! 

The goal is to be artistic and creative, but still edible.

Suggestions
Give family members five dollars at the grocery store to spend on 
toppings.

Consider making a dessert pizza with sprinkles, icing, and more! 



Parent-
Partner
Games
All Ages
Parent-Partner Games 
are games where teams 
consist of an adult (parent, 
grandparent, etc.) and a 
child or children. To play, use 
supplies around the house.

Pots-and-Pans Band

Supplies
• Pots and pans
• Spoons, spatulas, and kitchen utensils
• Index cards/slips of paper

Gameplay
Did you ever watch your baby or toddler bang on pots and pans in 
the kitchen? This game takes those favorite memories and adds 
a twist. Players sound out a song on the pots and pans while 
teammates try to guess. 

Layout the pots, pans, and utensils and divide the family into 
a minimum of two teams. Use index cards or slips of paper to 
write out fifteen to twenty song suggestions.

The first player selects a song and attempts to play it on the pots 
and pans while teammates try to guess within a set amount of 
seconds. If they guess correctly, they score one point. Teams 
take turns until one team gets the most points.

Song Suggestions - Younger Kids 
Happy Birthday
Ring Around the Rosie
Row Row Row Your Boat
Jesus Loves Me
Baby Shark
Wheels on the Bus
Let It Go
If You’re Happy And You Know It

Song Suggestions - Older Kids
Take Me Out To The Ballgame
I’m a Little Tea Pot
Do You Want to Build a Snowman
YMCA
Happy
Old Town Road
Shout to the Lord
Amazing Grace



Parent-
Partner
Games
All Ages
Parent-Partner Games 
are games where teams 
consist of an adult (parent, 
grandparent, etc.) and a 
child or children. To play, use 
supplies around the house.

Baby Doll Charades

Supplies
• Dolls and stuffed animals
• Index cards/strips of paper
• Egg timer or cellphone with a timer

Gameplay
Change up family night charades by using your children’s 
collection of baby dolls and stuffed animals. The game is just like 
the typical game of charades- no speaking or sound- but with a 
twist. The player uses a doll or stuffed animal to act out the clue. 

Collect a variety of dolls, or ask family members, to find their 
“player.” Divide the family into two teams. Before the game, 
write out fifteen to twenty clues. The youngest player selects the 
first clue.

Clue Suggestions
Animals: dog, cat, elephant
Things: tree, flower, cup
Food: carrot, apple, hamburger
Action: sing, drive, eat, swing
Emotion: sad, happy, hungry
Other: ride an elevator, cut hair, paint, blow out a candle

Play as one big team and grant player points for creativity, 
originality, or humor.



Parent-
Partner
Games
All Ages
Parent-Partner Games 
are games where teams 
consist of an adult (parent, 
grandparent, etc.) and a 
child or children. To play, use 
supplies around the house.

Mind Readers

Supplies
• Notebook/paper (One per player)
• Pen (One per player)

Gameplay
Like the old newlywed game, players guess how well they know 
their family members. At the beginning of each turn, a player 
stands up and answers a question by privately writing down the 
answer. Then the remaining family members guess the answer. 

Each family member to guess the correct answer receives a 
point. The game continues as each player stands up and takes a 
turn. Play for at least five rotations. The game ends when players 
have used all the clues. The player with the most points wins.

Question Suggestions - Basic
• Favorites: ice cream, potato chip flavor, movie, color
• Dislikes: foods, music, class 
• The first thing to come to mind: number, letter, shape, type of 

flower
• This or That: coffee or tea, chocolate or vanilla, apple or 

oranges, summer or winter

Question Suggestions - Advanced
• If you could live anywhere in the world, where would you live?
• What is one item you want on a deserted island?
• Who is your favorite Jonas Brother?
• If you starred in a movie remake, what would it be?
• How would you spend five dollars at the dollar store?



Parent-
Partner
Games
All Ages
Parent-Partner Games 
are games where teams 
consist of an adult (parent, 
grandparent, etc.) and a 
child or children. To play, use 
supplies around the house.

Lego Pictionary

Supplies
• Legos in various colors, shapes, and sizes
• Container
• Table/flat surface
• Index card/strips of paper
• Egg timer or cellphone with timer

Gameplay
A quiet twist on the classic family game, Pictionary, where 
players “build” their clue.

Gather a vast assortment of Legos into a container. Write down 
fifteen to twenty clues and divide family members into two 
teams. The first player selects the clue and builds while other 
players guess the correct answer within a set amount of time.

Players cannot use sound, spell out words, shape letters or 
numbers, make motions, or move around the creation.

Clue Suggestions - Younger Children
Animals: fish, bear, bird, snake
Thing: car, boat, tree, plane
Place: church, jail, store, beach
Food: banana, lollipop, hot dog 

Clue Suggestions - Older Children
Places: Disney World, California, Space, New York, Heaven
People: Mickey Mouse, Taylor Swift, Minion, Jonas Brothers
Scenes from Movies: Star Wars, Frozen, Mary Poppins
People: mom, best friend, teacher, policeman
Actions/Activities: soccer, hockey, swimming
Object: hat, shirt, bike, glasses



Family
Face-Off
All Ages
Family Face-Offs are random, 
slightly weird, head-to-head 
challenges!

Just Say Cheese

Supplies
• Package of inexpensive, sliced American-style cheese (10 to 

20 slices)

Gameplay
A quick, silly, slightly-gross game that is a “cheesy” family “face” 
off. Divide the cheese into two equal amounts. Divide the family 
into two teams, so everyone has a partner.

Give Player One a stack of cheese while Player Two stands across 
the room five to ten feet away. On “Go,” Player One quickly 
unwraps the cheese and throws it upwards and towards their 
teammate’s face. Their partner tries to catch the cheese- with the 
face!

When the cheese is gone, the game ends. The team with the 
most cheese on a players’ face wins.

Suggestions
For uneven numbers, have one player “catch” while two or more 
people attempt to toss cheese on the face.



Family
Face-Off
All Ages
Family Face-Offs are random, 
slightly weird, head-to-head 
challenges!

Pasta Pick-Up

Supplies
• Box of spaghetti noodles
• Box of penne noodles
• Bowls
• Optional: Egg timer or cellphone with timer

Gameplay
Players use uncooked pasta for a quick family face-off as you 
prepare dinner.

Give every player two bowls and a few UNCOOKED spaghetti 
noodles. Fill one bowl with UNCOOKED penne pasta and leave 
one bowl empty.

Players sit with the two bowls in front of them. On “Go,” they 
use uncooked spaghetti noodle(s) to pick up as many penne 
noodles as possible and then drop them into the empty bowl 
without hands! 

Players must use their mouth to hold the spaghetti noodle(s). 
Make sure to have extra noodles in case they break. 

The winner is
1. the first person to transfer all the penne noodles from one 

bowl to the next, OR
2. the person to transfer the most within the allocated time.

Suggestions
Have players stack penne noodles onto their spaghetti noodles.



Family
Face-Off
All Ages
Family Face-Offs are random, 
slightly weird, head-to-head 
challenges!

Shaving Cream Sculptures

Supplies
• Can of shaving cream (One per player)
• Plate (One per player)
• Optional: Egg timer or cellphone with timer

Gameplay
Players create a masterpiece using shaving cream.

Give each player a full can of shaving cream and a plate. On “Go,” 
each player sculpts a masterpiece with shaving cream. Players 
may empty all the shaving cream immediately or add as they go 
along. 

Players may use their hands but not use other items like utensils 
(spoons, knives, forks). The creations must be contained, stand 
upright, and stay on the plate. 

Suggestions
Consider having players create the tallest structure.

Have the family vote on the best sculpture by secret ballot and 
give a shaving cream award.



Family
Face-Off
All Ages
Family Face-Offs are random, 
slightly weird, head-to-head 
challenges!

Horsing Around the House

Supplies
• Ping Pong Balls (One per player)

Gameplay
A game of “H-O-R-S-E” where players replace basketballs and 
a hoop with trick shots and ping pong balls. The goal is to land a 
trick shot with a ping pong ball that must be repeated by the next 
player. 

Each time a player fails to repeat the shot of the person before 
them, they receive a letter. The first letter is H, then O, R, S, then 
E. Once they have all five letters to spell “horse,” they are out of 
the game. If a player misses a shot, the next player can use any 
shot they want.

Players can bounce, roll, kick, or blow a ping pong ball in an 
attempt to pull off and land a trick shot.

Shots
• Two bounces into the crisper drawer of the fridge
• Toss plus one bounce off the countertop into the kitchen sink
• Bounce off the wall onto the couch
• Roll down the hall and into the bathroom
• Blow across the dining room floor and into a cup on its side
• Bounce and land into Barbie’s dream convertible

Suggestions
Use Glow-In-The-Dark ping pong balls for a nighttime activity with 
kids.



Big Family
Games
All Ages
BIG Family Games are games 
that work for two to ten family 
members.

Shaving Cream Ball Battle

Supplies
• Wiffle Balls (Three per player)
• Cans of shaving cream (One per player)

Gameplay
This activity is a slightly-messy, outdoor, summertime game for 
the whole family. 

Each player starts with three Wiffle balls and a can of shaving 
cream. Before the game, players spread out across the yard and 
fill each ball with shaving cream by inserting the can’s nozzle into 
one of the holes and spraying. 

On “Go,” the battle begins as players tag other players with a ball. 
Once a player throws a ball, they can pick up another player’s ball 
and throw it again or refill it with shaving cream. 

The game continues for a set amount of time or until the shaving 
cream is gone. The winner is the person with the least amount of 
shaving cream on their clothes.

Suggestions
This game works best with little kids. If you choose to play with 
older kids, Wiffle balls thrown at fast speeds can hurt.



Big Family
Games
All Ages
BIG Family Games are games 
that work for two to ten family 
members.

Giant Connect Four

Supplies
• Plastic plates (all the same color)
• Plastic plates (all the same color but different than the other 

ones)
• 1 6x8 plastic tarp from a dollar store
• A large black permanent marker 

Gameplay
Play a simple, life-size, Connect Four game on your next family 
picnic or outing with plastic plates and a tarp. The goal is to 
connect four of the same colored plates in a row horizontally, 
vertically, or diagonally. 

Create a 6 ft x 8 ft grid on the tarp by measuring squares 1 ft. x 
1 ft. Draw a row of eight squares horizontally and a row of six 
squares vertically, then place the tarp on the ground.

Divide the family into two teams and designate a color to each 
team based on the color of the plates. The first team takes a 
turn and sends a player to place a plate in one of the squares. 
The next team goes. Teams go back and forth until one team 
connects four of their colored plates in a row. If there is a tie, 
restart the game.

For some additional exercise, place the tarp across the yard ten 
to thirty feet. Players must run to the game board, place their 
plate on a square, and run back before the next player can go.

Suggestions
Play multiple games at one time with tarps spread out across the 
yard.



Big Family
Games
All Ages
BIG Family Games are games 
that work for two to ten family 
members.

Blowgun Show-Down

Supplies
• Plastic straws (One per player)
• Small Q-tips (20 to 30 per player)
• Little sandwich-style baggies to hold the Q-tips

Gameplay
An indoor, battle-royale game of tag that involves “shooting” with 
a straw.

Give each player one straw plus a baggie filled with twenty to 
thirty Q-tips to create their own little “blowgun.” Players tag each 
other by blowing q-tips out of the straw. 

When a player is tagged, they freeze for several seconds before 
they return to play. Determine the number of seconds based on 
the age and number of players.

Everyone keeps their straw throughout the game but reuses the 
Q-tips as they continue to play.

Suggestions
Hide & Seek
All players hide while one player tries to find and tag.

Dodgeball Style
Every player gets one q-tip. They all hide. On “Go,” they try to tag 
other players with one shot. If a player is tagged, they are out of 
the game. Last player remaining wins for their team.



Big Family
Games
All Ages
BIG Family Games are games 
that work for two to ten family 
members.

Angry Family

Supplies
• Package of Styrofoam/plastic cups
• Plastic spoons
• Package of mini marshmallows
• Package of regular size marshmallows
• Optional: package of markers

Gameplay
This activity is an at-home, mini, live version of Angry Birds. 
Instead of angry birds catapulting towards ugly pigs, your family 
catapults marshmallows to destroy “cup forts” while knocking 
down opponent’s marshmallow pigs. 

Give each player/team an equal number of cups, large 
marshmallows, ten mini marshmallows, and a spoon for each 
player. 

Players/teams build a fort from cups on a flat surface, an equal 
distance away from each other. Once they finish, teams place ten 
mini marshmallows on the fort.

One player puts a large marshmallow on the spoon and uses it as 
a catapult to flick the marshmallow towards the other team’s fort 
in hopes to knock off the mini marshmallows and bring down the 
“cup fort.” Teams take one turn each and the first team to knock 
down the fort wins. 

Suggestions
For added fun, have everyone draw funny faces on their 
marshmallows. 



Family
Scavenger
Hunts
All Ages
Family Scavenger Hunts are 
all-in-together activities to 
enjoy as fun or competition.

Silly Statues

Supplies
• Camera

Gameplay
This activity is a scavenger hunt where your whole family drives 
around to take photos. You can make this a challenge by dividing 
into two teams and two cars to compete against each other. 
Please be responsible while driving. 

Look over the suggestions below, choose the activities, and type 
up a list for the group. Once the family arrives at the destination, 
pose as statues for a picture. 

Poses
Place     
Basketball court   
Fast food restaurant   
Lawn gnome    
Body of water   
Coffee shop    
Ice cream shop   
Local park    
Dance studio    
Comic book store   
Car dealership   

Suggestions
Turn these photos into a digital album and send it to your kids. 
Print these photos into a photo book for your kid’s bedside table. 

Statue Pose
Basketball player on a trophy 
Mascot of the restaurant
Lawn gnome with a lawn gnome
Spraying water out of mouth
Coffee or tea pot 
Ice cream cone
General riding a horse into battle
Ballerina
Super hero
Driving a car



Family
Scavenger
Hunts
All Ages
Family Scavenger Hunts are 
all-in-together activities to 
enjoy as fun or competition.

Find My Breakfast

Supplies
• Breakfast items

Gameplay
Surprise your family one weekend and take them on a scavenger 
hunt for breakfast around the house. 

Decide ahead of time which ingredients you need. Write clues on 
what and where the item is hidden. 

For example:
Clue #1: A box of cereal sits next to something that “prints” for a 
living (Answer=Printer). 
Clue #2 (taped to the cereal): How will you eat this cheery-o 
cereal? Look to “time” to tell you the answer (Answer=Clock). 

Suggestions
Cereal: Box of Cereal, Milk, Bowls, Spoons
Pancakes: pancake mix, plates, forks, knives, butter, syrup
Omelets: eggs, pan, spatula, milk, cheese
Drinks: cups, orange juice, apple juice, milk
Waffles: waffle maker, waffle mix, strawberries, syrup

Love Your Neighbors

Supplies
• Index Cards
• Pens or pencils 

Gameplay
This scavenger hunt allows you 
to connect with your neighbors 
while teaching kids how to care 
for people.

Pick a few suggestions from 
the list below and walk through 
the neighborhood or local park 
to spark up a conversation to 
learn something new. 

Suggestions
• Which neighbor has a cat?
• What is the name of a 

neighbor’s dog?
• Find a married couple in 

your neighborhood. In what 
city did they meet?

• Who is the neighbor 
that has lived in your 
neighborhood the longest?

• What is your neighbor’s 
favorite movie?

• Which neighbors have lived 
outside of the state?

• How many steps is it from 
your front door to your next-
door neighbor’s front door?

• Which neighbor was in the 
military?



Family
Scavenger
Hunts
All Ages
Family Scavenger Hunts are 
all-in-together activities to 
enjoy as fun or competition.

TV Show Know It All

Supplies
• No supplies needed

This activity is a quick, virtual scavenger hunt for your family using 
their favorite TV show (or movie). 

Choose a show to watch in advance and create a list of items for 
your family to find while they watch the episode. Provide them 
with a scavenger hunt list beforehand. When they finish, tally up 
the points, and the player with the most points wins.

For more of a challenge, give family members the list after they 
watch the show. It is an easy and fun way to turn a TV show/
movie night into something a little more fun!

Suggestions
• What is the actor’s name for the main character?
• How many buttons did the main character have on her/his 

shirt?
• What was in the background in the first scene?
• What color was the car?
• How many minutes into the show was the first commercial?
• What was the color of the co-star’s eyes?
• Who directed the show?
• What was on the coffee table in the living room?
• How many windows were in the house?
• What was the brand of soda in the refrigerator?
• What was the theme of the show?


